August 5, 1999

ISSUE:  Veteran allegation of chemical weapons destroyed south of Khamysiah

BACKGROUND:   This issue resulted from a veteran statement to several Veteran Service Organizations on July 13, 1999.  Veteran reported a large explosion with multiple secondaries resulting in a plume of smoke with many different colors.

DISCUSSION:   The objectives of preliminary analysis are to determine:

· What was the veteran’s unit?

· When did the incident occur?

· Where was the veteran’s unit on this date?

· Were demolition operations being carried out in the area in this timeframe?

· Who conducted the operations?

· What was destroyed?

· Are there other witnesses?

· Is there documentation?

· Did anyone suffer symptoms at the time?

· Where there chemical alarms or tests such as M256 tests?

The veteran was with 141st Signals Battalion, 1st Armored division.  He describes an explosion that was so large he felt the shock wave at his location.  The explosion resulted in a huge plume of smoke that contained various colors.  The veteran believes this occurred at least three weeks after the ground war.  CURR records indicate his unit was at the Iraq/Kuwaiti border, roughly 125k SE of Khamysiah from March 5th to April 11th.

Units of the 1st Armored Division, members of 2d Armored Calvary, and EOD personnel tell of a large ASP that was detonated on 11 April 1991, approximately 35k away from the veteran’s location.  Although the time of this explosion is about three weeks after the veteran’s estimate he admits to having difficulty remembering exact dates 9 years after the event.

The ASP detonation fits in with many aspects of the veteran’s account.  It was 465 tons of explosives, and was one of the largest conventional explosions since World War II.  The explosion was so large, 2d ACR reported it as a nuclear explosion.  There are anecdotal accounts of 1st Armored troops being knocked off their feet by the shock wave 5 miles away.

Searches have so far not turned up reports of chemical alarms or personnel becoming ill as a result of this incident.  The veteran does not remember anyone experiencing immediate symptoms or seeking medical care.  The veteran has provided OSAGWI with the names of two corroborating witnesses.  One of these worked with the NBC NCO. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Close in PAT.  Brief IAD Leadership.  Prepare Preliminary Analysis Report. 

